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" What coaatitutes a Church ? 

Not RoiH*B -bashLc, or Gothic pile, 

With fretltd leof, tall spire, and long-drawn aisle, 

These onlj mock thy eearch ; 

Fantastic sepulchres, when all is said, 

Seek not the liTing Church among the dead. 

" What is a Church, indeed 7 

Not tripled hierarchy or throned priest. 

The stolen trappings of the Romiah beaat, 

Altar or well-aung creed, 

Rites magical to save, to sanctify, 

Nor aught that lulls the ear, or lures the eye. 

"A band of faithful men 

Met for GoD'a worship in an upper room 

Or canopied by midnight's starry dome 

On bill-side or lone glen. 

To hear the counsels of His Holy Word, 

Pledged to each other, and their common Lord, 

" These, few as they may t*,". .- 

Compose a Church, snclraSin pristine age, 

Defied the tyrant's zeal, the bigot's rage,— 

For where but two or three, 

Whatever place in Faith's communion meet. 

There, with Chbist's presence, is a Church complete." 
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Sel-Ipfifl'e Selecilon^. 

" How amiable are thy tabernacles, Lord of hoslB I 

"Mj Boul longeth, yea even faintetb for the courts of 
the Lord: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living 
God. 

" Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the Emal- 
low a neat for herself, where she may lay her young, even 
' thine filtars, Lord of hosts," my King and my God. 

" Blessed are they that dwell in thy house ;' (hey will 
be still praising thee, 

" Behold, God, our shield, and look upon the face of 
thine anointed. 

" For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I 
had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God, than 
to dwell ia the tents of wickedness.'' 
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In giving a brief sltetch of the First P 
Cliurch. organized in the white settlements of Min- 
uet ta t IS proper to glance at the ecclesiastical 
c nd t n of the c untry hefore the passage of the 
orga act ereat n^ t a sep r te Territory. 

The Presbyterian branch of the Church was the 
first t comnipnce n sa onary operations in the yal- 
leys of the M nnesota and Upper Mississippi. 

The Je9u ts as early as the year 1671, erected a 
te npor,LTy tes lenee of b rch bark, at La Pointe in 
1\ sc ns n on Lake Super r and from thence de- 
spatched pre cntB to the Nadouessi," the Dakotas 
uf M nnesota 

The Biotas r S o x as they are nicknamed, 
returned the ^ fts and mak ng an attack on La 
P nte drove the di t ngu shed Father Marquette 
and h 3 Indian fr ends of the Ojibway stock, to 
Ma k aaw ^ 

Shea in h s H torj of the Roman Catholic Mis- 
h ni remarks 

Fath r Menard pr jected a Sioux mission; 
Mar^ ette AUouez Dru lletes all entertained hopes 
1* 
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of realizing it, and had some intercourse with 
that nation, but none of them ever succe^ed in 
establishing a mission among them." 

This was reserved for Presbyterians. 

In the spring of 1834, the Rev. T. S. William- 
son, M. D., a member of the Presbytery of Chlli- 
cothc, under the direction of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign MissionSj'Yisited the 
Daiotas, for the purpose of ascertaining what could 
be done to improve their condition. After making 
necessary inquiries he returned to Ohio, and in 
May, 1835, he landed at Fort Snelling with a mis- 
sionary band, and was hospitably entertained by 
Majors Bliss and Loomis, U. S. A. 

While there, the officers and soldiers showed a 
desire to know something of the Prindfe of Peace, 
and Major Ogden, lately deceased at Fort Riley, 
became a member of the Church that was organized 
in June of that year. 

The first Communion ever celebrated in Minne- 
sota was in one of the company rooms at Fort Snel- 
ling, on the second Sunday of June, 1835, and at 
that time twenty-two individuals of European extrac- 
tion partook of the Sacrament, and were recognized 
as the Presbjrterian Church of Fort Snelling. This 
Church is still in existence and holds its meeting 
at the school-house near " Ha Ha Falls." 

As soon as Br. Williamson was sufficiently ac- 
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with the halita of the Indians, he left tte 
protection of the Fort, and went to Lae-qui-parle, 

He was there warmly welcomed by Joseph Ren- 
ville, a gentleman of French and Indian extraction, 
formerly a Eoman Catholic, and a captain in the 
British service, but then connected with the Ameri- 
cin F«T Trade. 

Renville became an elder in the Miaaion Otiurch, 
"and his wife was the first full Dakota that joined 
the Church of Christ, of whom we have any record, 
and the firat that died in the joy of the Chriatian 
faith."* 

In 1846, Dr. Williamson removed to the Kaposia 
band of Dakotas, four miles below the site of the 
city of St. Paul. 

This city was then unknown, but a few log huts 
marked the place as a small Indian trading post, 
called by the Daiotas " Imniaia aka," or White 
Rock. 

It was the custom of the missionary at Kapoaia 
to preach occasionally at the log-house of Henry 
Jackson, that stands in ruins at the comer of Bench 
and Saint Charles streets. 

Through his instrumentality, Miss Bishop, the 

first school-teacher, was introduced to Saint Paul, 

having been brought to the place by him ; as also the 

first Presbyterian minister, Rev. Edward D. Neill. 

* Annals of Minnesota Historical Societj, 1853, p. 15. 
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The latter arrived in April, 1849, and preached in 
the little brown school-house, now a shop, near the 
church edifice on Saint Anthony street. Having 
been appointed a commissioner to the General Assem- 
bly, after preaching his first sermon, from the test 
" How is it that thou being a Jew, asketh drini of 
me, which am a woman of Samaria?" (Johniv. 9,) 
he was absent untiJ the commencement of July, 

Services were held for a time in the building 
known as the Central House, on the comer of Bench 
and Minnesota streets, it being the temporary Capitol. 

About the last of August a small house of wor- 
ship, erected through the liberality of a few rela- 
tives and friends of the minister, was completed on 
"Washington street, the Jirst Protestant church edijice 
in tlw white settlements. 

On November 26th, 1849, a meeting was held of 
those desirous to form a church, and it was resolved 
that they should be known as the " First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Saint Paul." 

The first communion took place on the first Sun- 
day in January, 1850 ; Dr. Williamson of Kaposia, 
assisting in the services, and some Dakota female 
converts of his mission partaking of the Sacrament. 

In May, 1850, the house of worship was destroyed 
by fire. The congregation then worshipped in an un- 
plastered building that afterwards became the front 
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part of a store, lately occupied by H. C. Sanford, 
and consumed by fire. 

At this time Dr. WilliamaoD used to preach to 
the Dakotas, at tte log-house of Joseph E. Brown, 
on the opposite comer, now the office of the Ex- 
press Company. One Sunday, whilo the white con- 
gregation was worshipping in the rude "shanlj," 
the distinguished authoress of Sweden, Fredrika 
Bremer, was in attendance. The present edifice 
was so far complete as to aecommodate the congre- 
gation on November 10th, 1850. 

In a religions journal there is the following com- 
munication from the minister : 

" Since my last I have commenced preaching in 
the new brick church edifice, which haa been erected 
in the place of the building that was destroyed by 
fire last May. 

" About noon on the Saturday before we began 
to worship there, a bell for the use of the church 
arrived in a steamboat. By dint of labor, and 
pressing ropes and blacksmiths into the service, it 
was, after a few hours, swung in the unfinished 
belfry; and at nine o'clock that night, its 'great 
iron heart began to throb.* 

"Its solemn pulsations were joyous to every man, 
woman, and child in St. Paul ; but productive of 
trembling astonishment to the painted Dakotas en- 
camped on the opposite bank of the river. 
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" Many, that still, moonlight night, and on the 
bright, glorious and mild Sabbath mom which 
succeeded, wished what Schiller has so well ex- 
pressed in the ' Lay of the Bell :' 

'"Let it be a To^ce from Heaven, 

Joined wilh the starry hosts afar, 
By which high praise to God is gifen, 

And which leads on the crowned year. 
And be its metai mouth devoted 

Only to grave and soleran things. 
It feels for none, yet shall its swinging 

Accompany life's changeful play ; 
And as away its music fadeth, 

That strikes so grandly on the ear. 
So may it teach, that nought abidelh, 

That all things earthly disappear.' 

"The captain of the steamboat who brought the 
bell, was a member of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Galena; aud on Sunday morning his boat 
was soen, {an unusual sight,) safely moored at the 
landing, no longer belching forth vapor and red-hot 
sparks, and black sulphurous smoke— but resting 
and remembering the day, quietly reclining upon 
the waves, which whispered soft and gentle music 
as they laved her sides. 

" The church that day was unusually full, in con- 
sequence of many of the boat's crew and passengers 
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On the first Sabbath of January, 1851, for the 
first time, a public profession of religion was made, 

A Dakota miaaionarj, in a newspaper called the 
" Dakota Friend," formerly published at St. Paul, 
alludes to the fact in an editorial : 

" The first Sabbath of January was emphatically 
one of the days of the Son of Man. 

" The fountain of natural light glided up the 
eastern sky, adding charms to beautj, until he had 
reached the midway point in his upward flight, 
when the soul-charmmg sound of the chuith bell, 
aa a voice from the upper world, broke the solemn 
stillness, calling the humble worshippers tngether 
into the presence-chamber of the King of kings. 

" At St. Paul, a ' little flock' drew around the 
sacramental board, on the very spot of ground for- 
merly polluted by Pagan rites, to show forth re- 
deeming loye in obedience to that command of the 
suifcring Saviour, ' Do this in remembrance of me.' 

" One at least of th^it little company, then, for 
the first time, partook of the emblems of the body 
and blood of the Redeemer of men. 

" What angel bands hovered over that place ! 
There is joj in heaven at such a sight. It was our 
lot on that day to speak of the divine love of Jesus 
to a band of his professed disciples assembled at 
the Jlission House at Kaposia, who, but a few years 
since, stood beside Pagan altars. With them we 
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at« bread and drank wine, in remembrance of Him 
who died for us." 

In February, 1854, Bev. E. D. Neill was unani- 
mously elected Pastor. He declined the office, and 
continued preaching to the congregation until tte 
Ml of 1855, when he commenced a Presbyterian 
mission on Walnut Street. 

In the month of November, 1855, the Rev. J. 
K, Barnes, of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, was en- 
gaged to supply the pulpit for the winter. 
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The duties of the Rev. Mr. NeUl, President elect 
(if the " College of St. Paul," not interfering at 
present with his preaching, the following circular 
was issued : 

" The Presbyterian Mission, that was com- 
menced in April, 1849, and discontinued in eonse- 
quence of the formation of the First Presbyterian 
Church on ETovembor 26th, of the sarae year, will 
be resumed by the llev. Edward D. Neill. 

"As the only part of the city entirely destitute 
of church privileges, ia that beyond Eagle Street, 
aei-vice will be held every Sunday afternoon, at fif- 
teen minutes after three o'clock, in the lower room 
of the District School House, on Walnut Street, near 
fort, commencing November 25th, 1855. 

" The Apostle Paul eaith ' God loveth a cheerful 
giver,' and almsgiving is inseparable from pure 
Christianity. To dcvelope charitable incKnations, 
a collection will be taken as in Apostolic days, 'on 
the first day" of each week, aiid will be appropriate4 
for the poor and sick, for the dissemination of reli- 
gious literature, and the incidental purposes of the 
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" As it is expected that the whole congregation 
will unite as far aa practicable ia the singing, a 
number of hymn-books have been provided. 

" If not inconsistent with jour religious views 
and engagements, it would be agreeable to have the 
attendance of yourself, family, and friends." 

" St. Paul, November 22, 1855." 

The congregation, from the first, was unexpectedly 
large ; and on December 24th, 1855 (the anniver- 
sary of the death of a young lawyer of St. Paul, 
who had left five hundred dollars for church es- 
tension,) a church was organized by the name of 
" The House of Hope,'' and placed under the care 
of the Presbytery of Mionewta, in connection with 
the Genera] Assembly that met at St. Louis in 
1855. 
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It is so called beeaiise governed by Presbytera, 
3Dd Dot by Prelates. 

The Dutch Reformed, the German K«formed, and 
the Scotch Church are Presbyterian. 

Dr. Baird, in his history of " Religion in Ameri- 
ca," remarks: — "Presbyterians believe that the 
Apostles, in organizing the Clinrcli, were accustomed 
in every city or place where a congregation was 
gathered, to appoint a number of of&cers for the in- 
struction and spiritual government of the people, 
and for the care of the sick and poor. 

"The former class of the officers were called 
Pi'eshyters, the latter Deacons. Of these Presby- 
ters, some labored in word and doctrine, others in the 
oversight and discipline of the flock, according to 
their gifts, or to their designation when ordained. 
As the terms Bishop and Presbyter were indiscri- 
minately used to designate the spiritual instrdRors 
and governors of the congregation, in every church 
there came to be three classes of officers — the Bish- 
ops or Pastors, or Teaching Presbyters ; the Ruling 
Presbyters, and the Deacons." 

The census of 1850 reports 36,000 churches in 
the United States ; about 18,000 of which are Cal- 
vinistic in their articles of faith, and Presbyterian 
in their views of the ministry, and of the position 
of the laitf - 
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Presbyterianism is not the proJuetion of a 
Calvin or Knox, but is a form of worslup and doc- 
trine, wHcli, if not the exact conntorpart, approxi- 
jnates tctj nearly to the simplicity of the primitive 
church . 

A'large majority of the Protestant world are 
Presbyterians in their doctrinal belief. 

Presbyterianism does not consist in opposition to 
clerical robes. In the language of Lutlier, it says, 
" Let a man have a cassock to preach in ; let him 
have three cassocks, if he find benefit in them." 

Nor does it consist in the rejection of a litnrgy. 
It allows each congregation to adopt such forms of 
devotion as to them may appear most edifying. It 
dilftrs from Episcopacy in its rejection of thrco or- 
ders in the ministry, and the doctrine of apostolic 
succession, and in a belief in the parity of the min- 
istry. It differs from Independency, not in its doc- 
trinal belief so much as in its polity. 

Independency asserts that the affairs of the 
church should be managed by the vote and action 
of the mass of believers in each churcli, 

Presbyterianism asserts that the source of power 
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is in the people, but that the affairs of Christ's 
kingdom are better managed by delegating power 
to the more discreet and experienced. It is repub- 
lican, rather than purely democratic, in its constitu- 
tion. American Presbyterianism, while the same 
in all essentials, is less severe in its conformity to 
the letter, than that of Scotland. This freedom is 
not the result of laxity in belief, but arises from 
the influence of a Republic where all religions aro 
tolerated, and where each braact of the Church ia 
entirely free from the patronage of the State. 

Excepting one or two feeble organizations on the 
Peninsula of Maryland, the First Presbyterian 
Church of Philadelphia, of which the Rev. Albert 
Barnes is pastor, is the oldest in the United States. 
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Accustomed to an educated ministry, the Pres- 
byterian congregations at this period were highly 
intelligent. 

While the Episcopal and Methodist ministry al- 
most all stigmatized Hancock, Adams and Wash- 
ington, as rebels, the Presbyterian ministry de- 
fended them. 

Before the Declaration of Independence at Phila- 
delphia, a number of Presbyterians at Mecklenburg, 
in North Carolina, had sent forth the same senti- 
ments. 

William B, Reed, Esq., in an address before the 
PhUomathean Society of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, quotes a letter which shows how Presby- 
terians were esteemed by royalists in those days. 

A gentleman in New York, on May 31st, 1774, 
thus wrote to a friend in London : 

" Ton will tave discovered that I am no friend 
to Presbyterians, and that I fix all the blame of 
these extraordinary American proceedings upon 
them. You will perhaps think it proper to ask 
whether no Church of England people were among 
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thpin les there were t) tlieir eternal &hime be 
it ap ktii but in generil they were intetesti,d in 
the motive either as smugglers of tea or ds being 
overburdened with dry f.noda ttoy knew not how to 

Bthevo me, tie Pre'^bjtcu-in^ hive b en the 
chief and principal matrumenta m all theae flaming 
measures, and fhey always do and ever wiB act 
again t government trom that restless and turbu 
lent^J;^n ai-cTinal yiiif w7mf has aff ay di^ 
t ijuish J them, c PT)) 1 hfr ' 

Ceaplaiks op the Fiest Congress.— Those 
first elected were the Eev. Mr. White, of the Epis- 
copal Branch of the Church, afterwards Bishop of 
Pennsylvania ; and the Rev. Mr. Duffield, of the 
Third Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, the 
grandfather of the Rev. Br. Duffield of Detroit. 
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JoNATiiAN Edwahds, President of Princeton 
College, the author of the work on tie " Will/' 
which has given him the name of one of the master 
intellects of his age, though originally of another 
denomination, became a Presbyterian. In a letter 
to Dr. Ersliine of Scotland, he writes : 

" You are pleased, dear sir, very kindly to ask me, 
Whether I could sign the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, and submit to the Presbyterian Form of 
Government ? As to my subscribing to the sub- 
stance of the Westminster Confession, there would 
be no difficulty ; and as to Presbyterian Govern- 
ment, I have long been perfectly out of conceit 
of our unsettled, independent, confused way of 
Church government in this laud, and the Presbyte- 
rian way has ever appeared to me most agreeable 
to the word of God, and the reason and nature of 
things." 

John Witherspoon, was the successor of Ed- 
wards, in the direction of Princeton College; ajid 
was eminent as a statesman as well as a theologian. 

His name appears, with others from New Jersey, 
as a signer of the Declaration of Independence, a 
measure which his eloquence had aided. 
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When the eomraittee on tLe subjedl of the Inde- 
■ pondcnce of the Colonies reported, there was some 
irresolution in Congress. Some trembled at taking 
such a step. Rising fi'om his seat, the old minister 
of the Gospel spoke thcso memorahle words, that 
silenced doubt forever : 

" There is a tide in the aifairs of men — 3 nick 
of time. We pereeive it now hefore us. To hesi- 
tate is to consent to out own slavery. That noble 
instrument on your table, which insures immor- 
taiily to its author, should bo suhacrihcd this morn- 
ing hy every man in this house. 

" He that will not respond to its accents, and 
strain every nrve to carry out 't 

F pe m 
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tinental Conl^esa, and the only translator of the 
Septuagmt Scriptures into English, was a member ' 
of the Presbyterian Church ; and known among the 
Indians by the name of " Tie Man of Truth." 

David Eittenhouse, LL. D., the distinguished 
astronomer, President of the American Philosophi- 
cal Society, and Treasurer of Pennsylyania from 
1777 to 1789, was a devout member of the Presby- 
terian Church. 

General Joseph Reed, the friend and Aid of 
General Washington, and President of the State of 
Pennsylvania, was mneh attached to the Presbyte- 
rian doctrine and form of worship. He worshipped 
ia the Church in Philadelphia of which Dr. Brainerd 
is pastor. A few estracts from liis life are sub- 
joined. 

Speaking of the Presbyterian Church, General 
Reed remarks : 

" When I am convinced of its errors, or ashamed 
of its characters, I may perhaps change it. Till 
then I shall not hlugh at a connection with a people, 
who in this great controversy are not second to any 
in vigorous exertions and genera! contributions, and 
to whom we are so eminently indebted for our deli- 
verance from the thraldom of Great Britain. 

" Their great misfortune is that artfol men of 
other pajties and persuasions, have always found 
means to dupe them, into divisions, discord, and 
weakness," 
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Eltas Bocmnot, LL. D., the successor of Rit- 
tenhouse, as Director of the United States Mint, 
the President of Congress in IreS, and the first 
President of the American Bihle Society, was an 
attached son of the Presbyterian church. 

Andrew Jackson, the President of the United 
■ States, was a son of a Presbyterian mother. In 
the prime of life he was reckless and wicked, but 
in old age became a child of God. 

From one of the newspapers we clip an incident 
itt his life;— 

"Not long after General Jackson's return to the 
Hermitage,- — having held the highest ofSce, received 
the homage and largest honors of this great nation, 
and having gladly returned to his own«weet home, — 
the most estimable Christian lady, the wife of his 
immediate neighbor and friend, (but not political 
supporter,) W. D., Esq., departed this life. 

" I was invited to accompany the late most wor- 
thy Oapt John Xichol.totbe Hermitage, to attend 
that funeral. 

" We accompanied Gen. Jackson to the house of 
Esc|. D., where were assembled many neighbors, 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of one of the Presby- 
terian olergymtn of Na=hville, to address the assem- 
bly, and superintend the last respects of the deceased; 
but ere long intelligence was received that prior, or 
very urgent engagements, prevented the attendauce 
of such minister. 
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'■ Gen. JacksOB then pkcod one hand upon my 
shoulder, and with his other grasped one of Capt. 
N.'s, aad said : •€{ this oceasion be improved — let 
some appropriate services be performed ; we are dis- 
appointed of the presence of Dr. E, and Mr. L., 
but you are both elders in the Presbyterian Church, 
the deceased was a worthy member, a good woman, ■ 
a good Christian ; something ought to bo said ; good 
may be done. Engage in prayer, and make some 
suitable remarks — they will be acceptable.' 

" Thus urged by one so aged, so venerable, so 
respectfully authoritative,— now a hrotlter, an humble 
Christian, a man of faith and prayer, in the same 
Church with us, — what could we do but taie the 
course urged by this servant of the Lord, — aiid look- 
ing to God for his help, guidance and approbation, 
we each successively engaged in prayer, in singing, 
and addressed a few remarks to the audience. 'We 
did what we could.'. 

" And then all accompanied the deceased to the 
private cemetery, not far from the residence, where 
occurred a scene so solemn and impressive as to 
merit the finest touches by the pencil of American 
art, to do it justice. 

" There stood by the open grave the aged mother 
of the deceased, and aa only sister, Martha, by 
whose side stood that venerable man, deserving to 
be the ' cyaosnre of all eyes — the observed of all 
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observers.' And as the coffin was lowered into the 
grave, the bereaved sister seeming frantic witK grief, 
and ready to sink also into tKe grave, as in the hit- 
turness of lier soul she cried out, ' flij dear, dear 
sister — gone ! I shall never see her more !' — that 
aged man placed his arm around her waist, and 
said, 'JIartha, JIartha, do not say so; you know 
she was a Christian, and you, as a Christian, may be 
sure to see her again. Do not weep — she is not 
dead, but sleepeth ' 

" That look, that attitude, those snow-white locks, 
then uncovered, those words of comfort, that calm, 
dignified, accomplished grace of the hero, the pa- 
triot, the statesman, the gentleman,— with the halo 
of the Christian around his brow ! It was a scene 
I have often studied, and yet reflect upon with 
pleasure." 
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£xtl'^ds fi\M7) life ,Bi^6cJcrl| 

WORSHIP OF GOD, 
IN THE PRESBYTF.RIAN CHURCH. 

CIIA.PTE11 1. 
Of iht SiindiJ/caiioa of tU Lord's Day. 

t. It is the duty of every person to remember 
the Lord's day, and to prepare for it before its ap- 
proach. All worldly business should be so ordered 
and seasonably laid aside, as that we may not be 
hindered thereby from sanctifying the Sabbath, as 
the Holy Scriptures require. 

II. The whole day is to be kept holy to the Lord, 
aud to be employed in the public and private exer- 
cises of religion. Therefore, it is requisite, that 
there be a holy resting, all the day, from unneces- 
nary labors ; and an abstaining from those recrea- 
tions which may be lawful on other days; and also, 
as much as possible, from worldly thoughts and 
conversation. 

III. Let the provisions, for the support of the 
family on that day, be so ordered that servants, or 
others, be not improperly detained from the public 
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Tvorship of God ; nor hindered from sanctifying the 
Sabbath. 

IV. Let everj- person, and family, in the morn- 
ing, by secret and private prayer, for themselves and 
others, especially for the assistance of God to their 
minister, and for a blessing upou his ministry, by 
ri:ajing the Scriptures, and by holy meditation, pre- 
pare for commnnioa with God iu his public ordi- 
nances. 

V. Let the people be careful to assemble at the 
appointed time; that, beln;:; all present at the be- 
ginning, thej may unite, with one heai-t, in all the 
parts of public worship ; and let none unnecessarily 
depart till after the blessing be pronounced. 

"\'I. Let the time, after the solemn services of 
tlie congregation in public are over, be spent in 
i-oading, meditation, repeating of sermons, catechi- 
sing, religious conversation, prayer for a blessing 
upon the public ordinances, the singing of psalms, 
hymns, or spiritual songs, visiting the sick, reliev- 
ing the poor, aud in performing such like duties of 
piety, charity, and mercy. 



CHAPTER II. 

Ih/ aamabUi.y qf the Coagregatiori, and l/ieir tehamour 

during Dicine Service. 

. A\'hen the time appointed for public worship 
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is come, let the people eiit«r the church, and take 
their seats in a decent, grave and reverent manner. 
II, In the time of public worship let ali the peo- 
ple attend with gravity and reverence ; forbearing 
to read anything, except what the minister is then 
reading or citing; abstaining from all whisperings, 
from salutations of persons present, or coming in, 
and from gazing about, sleeping, smiling, and ail 
other indecent behavior. 



CHAPTER IV. 
Of the Singing of Psalms. 

I. It is the duty of Christians to praise God, by 
pinging psalms, or hymns, publicly ia the church, 
as also privately in tlie family. 

IT. lu singing the praises of God, we are to sing 
with the spirit, and with the understanding also ; 
making melody in our hearts unto the Lord. It ia 
also proper that we cultivate some knowledge of the 
roles of music, that we may praise God in a becoming 
manner with our voices, as well as with our hearts. 

III. The whole congregation should be furnished 
with books, and ought to join in this part of wor- 
ship. It is proper to sing without parceling out 
the psalm line by line. The practice of reading 
the psalm, line by line, was introduced in times of 
when many in the congregation could 
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not read : therefore, it is recommended, tlut it be 
laid aside, as far tm convenient. 

IV. The proportion of the time of public wor- 
ship to be spent in sins^iag is left to the prudence 
of every minister : but it is recommended, that more 
time be allowed for this excellent part of divine ser- 
vice, than has been usual in most of our churches. 



0/ the AdmlnktraUon of Saplism. 

I. Baptism is not to be unnecessarily delayed, 
nor to he administered, in any case, by any private 
person ; hut by a minister of Christ, called to be 
the steward of the mysteries of God. 

II. It is usually to be administered in the church, 
in the presence of the congregation; and it is con- 
venient, that it be perfonned immediately after ser- 

III. After previous notice is given to the minis- 
ter, the child to be baptized i.s to be presented, by 
one or both the parents ; signifying their desire that 
the child may be baptized. 

IV. Before baptism, let the minister iise some 
words of instruction, respecting the institution, na- 
ture, use, and ends of this ordinance; showing, 

"That it is instituted by Christ; that it is a seal 
of the righteoxisnees of faith ; (hat the seed of the 
3* 
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faithful have no less a right to this ordinance, un- 
der the Groapel, than the seed of Abraham to cir- 
cumcision, under the Old Testament ; that Christ 
commanded ail natious to he baptized ; that he 
blessed little children, declarinj" that of such is the 
kingdom of heaven; that chijdrcn are federally 
holy, and therefore ought to be baptized; that we 
are, by nature, sinfu!, guilty, and polluted, and have 
need of cleansing by the biood of Christ, and by the 
sanctifying influences of the Spirit of God." 

The minister is also to eshort the parents to the 
careful performance of their duty ; requiring, 

" That they teach the child to read the word of 
God ; that they instruct it in the principles of our 
holy religion, as contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament; an excellent summary of 
which we have in the Confession of Faith of this 
Church, and in the Larger and Shorter Catechisms 
of the Westminster Assembly, which are to be re- 
commended to them, as adopted by this Church, for 
their direction and assistance, in the discharge of 
this important duty; that they pray with and for it; 
that they set an example of piety and godliness he- 
fore it; and endeavor, by all the means of God's 
appointment, to bring up their child in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." 

V. Then the minister is to pray for a blessing to 
attend this ordinance ; after which, calling the child 
by its name, he shall say. 
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" I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

As he pronounces these words, he is to baptize 
the child with water, bj pouriag or sprinkling it 
on the face of the child, without adding any other 
ceremony : and the whole shall be concluded with 
prayer. 

Although it is proper that baptism be adminis- 
tered in the presence of the congregation, yet there 
may be eases when it will he expedient to adminis- 
ter this ordinance in private houses ; of which the 
minister is to be the judge. 



CUAPTEB VIII. 
Of (he Admiiuslmlhn of the Lord's Siippfr. 

T. The communion, or supper of the Lord, is to 
lie celebrated frequently ; but how often, may be de- 
termined hy the minister and eldership of each con- 
gregation, as they may judge most for edification. 

TT. The ignorant and scandalous are not to he 
admitted to the Lord's supper. 

in. It is proper that public notice should he 
given to the congregation, at least, the Sabhath be- 
fore the administration of this ordinance, and that 
cither then or on some day of the week, the people 
l)e instructed in its nature, and a due preparation 
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for it; that all may coiiie in a suitable manner to 
this holy feast, 

IV. When the sermon is ended, the minister 
shall show, 

" That this is an ordinance of Ohi-ist, hy reading 
the words of institution, cither from one of the 
Evangelists, or from 1 Cor. si. chapter; which, as to 
him may appear expedient, he may esplain and ap- 
ply; that it is to be observed in remembrance of 
Chri'it, to show forth his death till he come; that 
it is of inestimable benefit, to stren.^then his people 
again.st sin; to support thom under ti-ouhles; to 
encourage and quicken them in duty; to inspire 
thc-m with love and zeal ; to increoKe their faith and 
holy resolution ; and to beget peace of conscience, 
and comfortable hopes of eternal life." 

He is to warn the profane, the ignorant, and the 
scandalous, and those that secretly indijge them- 
selves in any known sin, not to approach the holy 
table. On the other hand, he shall invite to this 
holy table such as, sensible of their lost and help- 
less state by sin, depend upon the atonement of 
(Jlirist for pardon and acceptance with God; such 
as, being instructed in the Gospel-doctrine, have a 
i-ompetent tuowledpe to discern the Lord's body, 
and such as desire to renounce their sins, and are 
detennined to lead a holy and godly life. 

V. The table on which the elements are placed, 
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being decently covered, the bread in convenient 
dishes, and the wine in cups, and the communicaats 
orderly and gravely sitting around the table, (or in 
their seats before it,) in the presence of the minia- 
istcr, let them set the elements apart, by prayer and 
thanksgiving. 

The bread and wine being thus set apart by prayer 
and thanksgiving, tUe minister is to take the bread 
and break it, in the view of the people, saying, in 
expressions of this sort, 

" Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same night in 
which he was betrayed, having taken bread, and 
blessed, and broken it, gave it to his disciples ; as I, 
ministering in his name, give this bread unto yon, 
saying, [here the bread is to be distributed,] Take, 
eat : this is my body, whicb is broken for you : tliis 
do in remembrance of me." 

After Slaving givea tlie bread, he shall fake the 
cup, and say, 

"After the same manner, our Saviour also took 
the cup ; and, having given thanks, as hatti been 
done in his name, ho gave it to the disciples; say- 
ing, [while the minister is repeating these words, 
let him give the cup,] This cup is the new testa- 
ment in my blood, whicli is shed for many, for the 
remission of sins : drink ye ail of it." 

The minister himself is to communicate, at such 
time as may appear to him most convenient. 
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The minister may, iu a few words, put the com- 
municants in mind, 

" Of the grace of God, in Jesus Christ, he!d forth 
in this sacrament; and of their obligation to be the 
Lord's; and may exhort them to walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith they are called; and, as 
they have professedly received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, that they be careful so to walk in him, and to 
maintain e:ood works." 

It may not be improper for the minister to give 
a word of exhortation also to those who have been 
only spectators, reminding them, 

"Of their duty; stating their sin and danger, by 
living in disobedience to Christ, in neglecting this 
Jioly ordinance; and calling upon them to be earn- 
est in making preparation for attending iipon it, at 
the next time of its celebration." 

Then the minister is to pray, and give thanks to 
(;od, 

" For his rich mercy, and invaluable goodness, 
voufhsafed to them iu that sacred communion; to 
implore pardon for the defects of the whole service ; 
and to pray for the acceptance of their persons and 
performantes ; for the gracious assistance of the Holy 
Spiiit, to enable them, as they have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so to walk in him ; that they may 
hold fast that which they have received, that no 
man take their crown ; that their conversation mav 
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be as becometh tke Gospel ; tliat they may bear 
about with them, continually, the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of J esus may be manifested 
in their mortal body; that their light may so shine 
before men, that others, seeiiii^ their good works, 
liiay glorify their Father, who is in heaven." 

The collection for the poor, and to defray the ex- 
pense of the elements, may be made after this : or at 
Kueh otter times as may seem meet to the eldership. 

Xow let a psalm or hymn be sung, and the con- 
gregation dismissed, with the following, or some 
other gospel benediction : 

" Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
coTcnant, make you pei'fect in every good work to 
do his will, working in you that which is well-pleaa- 
ing in his sight, through Jesus Ohrist ; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen." 

VI. As it has been customary, in some parts of 
our Church, to observe a fast before the Lord's sup- 
per ; to have sermon on Saturday and Monday; and 
to invite two or three ministers, on such occasions; 
iiad as these seasons have been blessed to many 
souls, and may tend to keep up a stricter union of 
ministers and congregations, we think it not impro- 
jicr that they, who choose it, may continue in this 
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CHAPTER IX. 
Of the Admmkn of Pertoim to SfaUiig Ordinances. 

I. Children born within the pale of the visible 
churcli, and dedicated to God in baptism, are under 
the inspection and government of the churcli ; and 
are to be taught to read, and repeat the Catechism, 
tie Apostles' Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, They 
are to be taught to pray, to abhor sia, to fear God, 
and to obey the Lord Jeaua Christ. And, when 
they come to years of discretion, if they be free 
from scandal, appear sober and steady, and to have 
sufficient knowledge to discern the Lord's body, 
they ought to be informed it is their duty, and their 
privilege, to come to the Lord's supper. 

II. The years of discretion, in young Christians, 
cannot be precisely fixed. This must be left to the 
prudence of the eldership. The of&cers of tte 
church are the judges of the qualifications of those 
to be admitted to the sealing ordinances ; and of 
the time when it is proper to admit young Christians 
to them. 

III. Those who are to be admitted to sealing or- 
dinances, shall be examined as to their knowledge 
and piety. 

IV. When unbaptized persons apply for admis- 
sion into the chnich, they shallj in ordinary cases, 
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after giving satisfaction with respect to their know- 
ledge and piety, make a public profession of their 
faith, in the presence of the congregation ; and 
thereupon be baptised. 



CHAPTER xn. 

Of the Vmtaiion of the Sick. 

I. When persons arc sick, it is their duty, before 
their strength and understanding fail them, to send 
for their minister, and to make known fo him, with 
prudence, their spiritual state; or to consult him 
on the concerns of their precious souls. And it is 
his duty to visit them, at their request, and to ap- 
ply himself, with all tenderness and love, to admin- 
ister spiritual good to their immortal souls. 

II. He shall instruct the siek, out of the Scrip- 
tures, that diseases arise not out of the ground, nor 
do they come by chance ; but that they are directed 
and sent by a wise and holy God, either for correc- 
tion of sin, for the trial of grace, for improvement 
in religion, or for other important ends : and that 
they shall work together for good, to all those who 
make a wise improvement of God's visitation, neither 
despising his chastening hand, nor fainting under 
his rebukes. 

III. If the minister finds the sick person to be 
grosaJy ignorant, he shall instruct him in the nature 
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of repentance and faith, and the way of acceptance 
with God, through the mediatiOE and atonement of 
Jesus Christ. 

IV. He shall exhort the sick toesamine himself, 
to search his heart, and try his former ways, by the 
word of God ; and shall assist him, hy mentioning 
some of the obvious marks and evidences of sincere 
piety. 

V. If the sick shall signify any scruple, doubt, 
or temptation, under which he labors, the minister 
must endeavor to resolve his doubts, and administer 
instruction and direetion, as the citse may seem to 
require. 

A*^!. If the sick appear to be a stupid, thoughtless 
and hardened sinner, he shall endeavor to awaken 
his mind; to arouse his conscience; to convince 
liim of the evil and danger of sin ; of the curse of 
the law, and the wrath of God due to sinners; to 
bring him to a humble and penitential sense of his 
iaicjuities ; and to state before him the fullness of 
the grace and mercy of God, in and through the 
glorious lledeemer ; the absolute necessity of faith 
and repentance, in order to his being interested in 
the favor of God, or hia obtaining everlasting hap. 
piness. 

YII. If tlie sick person shall appear to have 
knowledge, to be of a tender conscience, and to have 
been endeavoring to serve God in uprightness, though 
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not without many failings aad sinful infirmities; or 
if his spirit be broken with a sense of sin, or through 
apprehensions of the want of the divine favor ; then 
it will be proper to administer consolation and co- 
couragcfflcnt to him, by setting before him the free- 
aess and riches of the grace of God, the all-suffi- 
eicncy of the righteousness of Christ, and tbe sup- 
porting pi-omises of the Gospel. 

VIII. The minister must endeavor to guard the 
sick person against ill-grounded persuasions of the 
mercy of God, without a vital union to Christ; and 
against unreasonable fears of death, and desponding 
discouragements ; against presumption upon his own 
goodness and merit, upon the one hand, and against 
despair of the mercy and grace of God in Jcsua 
Chrbt, on the other. 

IX. In one word, it is the minister's duty to ad- 
minister to the sick person, instruction, conviction, 
support, consolation, or encouragement, as his case 
may seeni to require. 

At a proper time, when he is most composed, the 
minister shall pray with and for him. 

X. Lastly, the minister may improve the present 
occasion to exhort those about the sick, to consider 
their mortality ; to turn to the Lord, and make 
their peace with him ; in health to prepare for 
sickness, death, and judgment. 
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CHAPTEE XV. 
The Dirtctoryfor Secret and Family Worihip. 

I. Besides the public worsLip in congregations, 
it is tiie indispensable duty of cacli person, alone, 
in secret, and of every family, by itself, in private, 
to pray to and worsiiip God. 

II. Secret worship is most plainly enjoined by 
our Lord. In this duty every one, apart bj himself, 
is to spend some time in prayer, reading the bcrip- 
tures, holy meditation, and serious self examination 
The many advantages arising from a conscientious 
dischai^c of these dutiea are best known to those 
who are found in the laithful discharge of them 

III. Family-worship, which ought to be performed 
by every family, ordinarily, morning and evening, 
consists in prayer, reading the Scriptures, and sing- 
ing praises. 

IV. The head of the family, who is to lead in this 
service, ought to be careful tliat all the members of 
his household duly attend ; and that none withdraw 
themselves unnecessarily from any part of family- 
worship; and that all refrain from their common 
business while the Scriptures are read, and gravely 
attend to the same, no leas than when prayer or 
praise is offered up. 

V. Let the heads of families be careful to instruct 
their children and servants in the principles of reli- 
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gion. Every proper opportunity ought to be em- 
braced for such instraetion. But we are of opinion, 
that the Sabbath-evenings, after public worship, 
should be sacredly preserved for this purpose. 
Therefore, we highly disprove of paying unneces- 
sary private visits on the Lord's day; admitting 
strangers into the familiefL, except when necessity 
or charity requires it; or any other practices, what- 
ever plausible pretences may be offered in their fa- 
vor, if they interfere with the above important and 
necessary duly. 
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Exil-gcfs tVoii) li)e Tohii of &oHh)i-im^. 



OF THE CHUECII. 

" Jesua Christ, who is now exalted far above all 
priEcipality and power,* hath erected, in this world, 
a kingdom, which ia his ehurch.f 

* Eph. i. 20, 21.— WhcQ he raised him from the dead, 
and set him at hia own right hand in the hea,TeDly placM, 
far above all principality, and power, and might, and do- 
minion, and every name that ia named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come. Psal. Isviii. 18. 
Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity cap- 
tive: thou hast received gifts for men ; yea,/or the rebel- 
lious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them. 

■f Psal. ii. 6, — Yet have I set my king npon my holy hill 
of Zion. Dan, vii. 14. — There was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kiogdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him ; his dominion is an ever- 
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom, that which shall cot be destroyed. Eph. i. 22, 
23. And hath put all things under hia feet, and gave him 
to be the head over all ihinga to the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of bim that filleth all in all. 
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" The universal cb ir h consists of ali those per- 
sons, in every Eati n together with their children, 
who make profess oo f the holj religion of Christ, 
and of submission to hii hw& * 

" As this immense multitude cannot meet toge- 
ther, in one place, to hold communion, or to worship 
G-od, it is reasonable, and ivarranted hi/ Scripture 
cxumple, that they should bo divided into many 
particular churehcs.j' 

"A particular church consists of a number of 
professing Christians, with their offspring, volun- 
tarily associated to<;ether, for divine worship, and 

• Rev. V. 9— And hast redeemed ua to God by thy blood 
out of everj kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 
Acts ii. 39. For tlie promise is unto jou, and to yonr 
children, and to all that are afar off, fveii as many aa the 
Lord our God shall call. 1 Cor. i. 2, compared with 2 
Cor, ii. 13. 

■j- Gal. i. 21, 23. Afterwarda I came into the regions of 
Syria and Cilicia; and was unknown by face unto the 
churches of Judea which were in Christ. Rev. i. i, 20. 
John to the seven churches which are in Asia ; Grace be 
nnto you and peace, from liim which is, and which was, 
and whith is to come: and from the seven spirits which are 
before his throne. — The mystery of the Eeven stars, which 
thou aawest in my right hand, and the seven golden can- 
dlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches ; and the seven candlesticks which thon aaweat 
are the seven churches. See also Rev. ii. 1. 
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godly living, agreeably to the holy Scriptures;* 
and submitting to a certain form of government. "f 



" Our blessed Lord, at first, collected his church 
out of different nations,]; and formed it iuto one 

» Acts ;L. 41, 47. Theu thej- that gladly received his 
word, were baptized j acd the &ame day there were added 
vnio them about three thousand souls.— Praising God, and 
having favor n-tth all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should be saved. 1 Cor. vii. 14. 
For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and 
the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband ; else 
were your children unclean ; but now are they holy. 
Acta ii. 39. MaJt x. 14, compared with Mat. lii. 13, 14, 
and Lake xviii. 15, le. 

t Heb, viii. 5. Who serve unto the example and shadow 
of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when 
ha was about to make the tabernacle ; for, See (saith he) 
that thou make all things according to the pattern showed 
to thee in the mount. Gal. vi. 16. And as many as walk 
according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and 
upon the Israel of God. 

J Psal. ii. 8. Ask of me, and I shall give Ihee the 
heathen /or thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession. Rev. vii. 9. After thia I 
beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before tbe throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their handa. 
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body,* by tiie mission of men endued witli miraeu- 
lous gifts, which have long since ceased, f 

" Tbe ordinary and peqietual of&ccrs, in the 
churcb are, Bishojts, or Pnslorsjl tbe representa- 
tives of the people, usually styled Ruling Elr/ers^ 
and J)cacom."\\ 

BISHOPS OR PASTORS. 

" The pastoral office is the first in the church, 
both for dignity and usefulness.^ TJie person kIio 
fills this office, hath, in Scripture, obtained different 
names expressive of his various duties. As he has 
the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is tinned 

* 1 Cor. I. IT. For we, being many, are one bread, and 
one body : for we are all partakers of that one bread. See 
also Eph. iy. 16. Col, ii. 19. 

■f Mat. I. 1, 8. And when lie had called unto him hia 
tweWe disciples, he gaTO them power against unclean 
Epirits, lo cast them out, and to heal all manner of sick- 
ness, and all manner of disease, &c. 

t 1 Tim. ill. 1. — If a man desire the office of a bishop, 
he desireth a good work. Eph. iv. 11, 12. And he gave 
some, apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, evange- 
lists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the minislry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ. 

g 1 Tim. V. 17, Let the elders that rule well, be counted 
worthy of double honor. 

II Phil, i. 1.— To all the saints in Christ Jeans which are 
!it Fhilippi, with the hishnps and deacons. 
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b»hop.«(o) A, he feed, them with spiriiml f^j 
he ,!, lemed p.stop.t As he mm, Chri.t in hi, 
chn™h;he 1, termed mini.ter.t As it is his dutj to 
be grave .nd prndont, and an oz.mple of tho flook 
and to govern well i„ th, hon.e and l<in.dom of 
thnsl, he 1! termed presbyter or elder.§ As he is 
the messenger of God, he is termed tho angel of the 
obaroh.ll As he is sent to declare the will of God 
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Take heed therefore, unto j-ourselves 
.ad to .11 th. Hock „„ which the Holj Ohost hath maj,' 
voa .,„„,„ [bishop.,] .0 fe,d th, eharch of Ood, whl.h 
he hath purchased with his own blood. 

t Jer "I. lo. Aad I will give you pastors accordiue 
to »y heart, ,li,h shall feed j-„„ ,„,, h„„,j „' 
Quderslaading. l Pet. v. 2 3 4. 

t 1 Cor. Iv. 1. Let a maa so account of us, as of tho 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God 

Li '"'J' ™° ""° '•"■ "■*' " ■"■ »'"!>"•'■ of 
the ^ew Testament. 

i i Pet. V. 1. The elders which are among yoa I ei 

horl, who am also an elder, and a witue... of the suKrlug, 

Christ, aad also a partaker of the glory that shall he 

revealed. See also Tit. i. 5. l Tim. v. 1 17 ig 

II Rev ii. 1. Uato the angel of the church of Ephesus 

wrrte. Kev 1. !0._Th, s.v.a stars are the ..gels of the 

sevea churches. See also Rev. ill. l, 7. Mai. 11. 7 

(a) As the office aad character of the Gospel minister is 

particularly and fully described In th. Holy Scriptures 

under th, ,ltl, of bishop; and as this term is neeoll.rli 

..pressi,. of hi, daty a. .. over,,,, of th, dock, it ought 

not to ojrejecteii. 



to sinners, and to beaeecli them to be reconciled 
to God through Christ, he ia termed arabaaaador.* 
And, as he dispenses the manifold grace of God, and 
the ordinances instituted by Christ, he is termed 
steward of the mysteries of God."-|- 

EIiECTlON AND DEDICATION OF BISHOPS. 

" When any probationer shall have preached so 
much to the satisfaction of any congregation, as 
that the people appear to be prepared to elect a. 
pastor, the session shall take measures to convene 
them for this purpose : and it shall always be the 
duty of the session to conveae them, whea a ma- 
jority of the persons entitled to vote in the case, 
shall, by a petition, request that a meeting may be 
called. 

" When such a meeting is iuteuded, the session 
shiill solicit the presence and counsel of some neigh- 
boring minister to assist them in conducting the 

' 2 Cor. V. 20. Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as thongh God did beseech i/ou byus; we pray 
;/oii, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. Eph. 
vi, 20. 

t Luke .\ii. 43.— Who then is that faithful and wise 
steward, whom his lord shall malte ruler over his house- 
liolil, to give Ihera tkdr portion of meat in due season? 
I Cor, iv. I, 2. — Moreover, it is required in stewards, thai 
a man be found faithflil. 
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aunounce to the people, that he will immediately 
proceed to take the votes of the electors of that con- 
gregation, for a, pastor, if such be their desire ; and 
when this desire ahall be expressed, by a majority 
of voices, he shall then proceed to take votes accord- 
ingly. In this election, no person shall be entitled 
to vote who refuses to submit to the censures of the 
church, regularly administered ; or who does not 
contribute his just pmportion, according to his own 
engagements, or the rules of that congregation, to 
all its necessary expenses. 

" When the votes are taken, if it appear that a 
large minority of the people an- averse from the 
candidate who has a majority of votps, and cannot 
be induced to concur in the call, the presiding mi- 
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Ulster shall endeavor to dissuade the congregation 
from prosecuting it further. But if the people be 
nearly, or entirely, unanimous; or if the majority 
shall insist upon their right to call a pastor, the 
presiding minister, in that case, after using his uU 
most endeavors to persuade the congregation tti una- 
nimity, shall proceed to draw a call, in due form, 
and to have it subscribed by the electors ; certify- 
ing at the same time, in writing, the number and 
circumstances of those who do not concur in the 
call : all which proceedings shall be laid before the 
presbytery, together with the call. 

"The call shall be in the following, or like form, 

" The congregation of being, on 

sufficient grounds, well satisfied of the ministerial 
qualifications of you and having 

good hopes, from our past experience of your labors, 
that your ministrations m the Gospel will be pro- 
fitable to our spiritual interests, do earnestly call 
and desire you to undertake the pastoral office in 
said congregation ; promising you, in the discharge 
of your duty, all proper support, encouragement, 
and obedience in the Lord And that you may be 
free from worldly cares and avocations, we hereby 
promise and oblige ourselves to pay to you the sum 
•>! in regular quarterly 

(or half yearly, or yearly) payments, during the 
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time of your being and continuing the regular 
pastor of this church. In testimony whereof, we 
have respectively subscribed our names, this 
day of A. D. 

"Attesled hy A. D,, Moderator of the meeting. 

" But if any congregation shall choose to 8ub- 
Bcribe their call by their elders and deacons, or by 
their trustees, or by a select committee, they shall 
be at liberty to do so. But it shall, in such case, 
he fully certified to the presbytery, by the minister, 
or other person who presided, that the persons 
signing have been appointed, for that purpose, by a 
public vote of the congregation ; and that the call 
has been, in all other respects, prepared as above 
directed. 

" When a call shall be presented to any minister 
or candidate, it shall always be viewed as a suffi- 
cient petition from the people for hia instalment. 
The acceptance of a call, by a minister or candi- 
date, shall always be considered as a request, on 
his part, to be installed at the same time. And 
when a candidate shall be ordained ia consequence 
of a call from any congregation, the presbytery 
shall, at the same time, if practicable, install him 
pastor of that congregation. 

'* The call, thus prepared, shall be presented to 
the presbytery, under whose care the person called 
shall be ; that, if the presbytery think it expedient 
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to present the call to hinij it may he accordingly 
presented : and no minister or candidate shall re- 
ceive a call but through the hands of the pres- 
bytery. 

" If the call be to the licentiate of another pres- 
bytery, in that case the commissioners deputed from 
the congregataon to prosecute the call, shall pro- 
duce, to thit judicatory, a certificate from their 
own presbytery, regularly attested by the mflderi- 
tor and clerk, that the call has been laid before 
them, and that it ii m order If that presbytery 
present the call to their licentiite, and he be dia- 
pospd to accept it, thej shall then dismiss him from 
their jurisdiction, and require him to repair to that 
presbytery, into the bounds of which he is called ; 
and there to submit himself to the usual trials pre- 
paratory to ordination. 

" Trials for ordination, especially in a different 
presbytery from that in which the candidate was 
licensed, shall consist of a careful examination as 
to his acquaintance with experimental religion; as 
to his knowledge of philosophy, theology, ecclesias- 
tical history, the Greek and Hebrew languages, and 
such other branches of learning as to the presby- 
tery may appear requisite ; and as to his knowledge 
of the constitution, the rules and principles of the 
government, and discipline of the church; together 
with such written discourse, or discourses, founded 
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on the word of God, as to the presbytery shall seem 
proper.* The presbytery, being fully satisfied with 
his qualifications for the sacred office, shall appoint 
a day for his ordipation, which ought to he, if cod- 
veuient, in that church of which he is to he the 
minister. It ia also recommended that a fast day 
be observed in the congregation previous to the day 
of ordination. "I- 

" The day appointed for ordination being come, 
and the presbytery convened, a member of the 
presbytery, previously appointed to that duty, shall 
preach a sermon adapted to the occasion. The 
same, or another member appointed to preside, shall 
afterward briefly recite from the pulpit, ia the audi- 
ence of the people, the proceedings of the presby- 
tery preparatory to this transaction : he shall point 
out the nature and importance of the ordinance; 
and endeavor to impress the audience with a proper 
sense of the solemnity of the transaction. 

" Then, addressin" himself to the candidate, he 
shall propose to him th f II w n luestions, via. : 

" 1. Do you bel th & ptures of the Old 
and New Testamen t b th w rd of God, the 
only infallible rule f fa th and p actice ?J 



* See the proofs in Eeclions 1, 2, 3, 4, of chapter 

t Acta liii. 2, 3. 

X 2 Tim. iii. 16. Eph. ii. 20, 
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" 2. Do you siocorelj receive and adopt tLe con- 
fession of faith of this church, as containing the 
system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scripture ?* 

"3. Do you approve of the government aad dis- 
cipline of the Presbyterian Church in these United 
States ?t 

" 4. Do you promise subjection to your brethren 
in the Lord ?J: 

" 5. Have you been induced, as far as you know 
your own heart, to seek the office of the holy minis- 
try from love to God, and a sincere desire to promote 
his glory in the Gospel of his Sou ?§ 

" 6. Do you promise to be zealous and faithful in 
maintaiDing the truths of the Gospel, and the pu- 
rity and peace of the church ; whatever persecution 
or opposition may arise unto you on that account ?|] 

" 7. Do you engage to be faithful and diligent 
in the esercise of all private and personal duties, 
which become you as a Christian and a minister of 
the Gospel ; as well as in all relative duties, and the 
public duties of your office ; endeavoring to adorn 
the profession of the Gospel by your conversation ; 
and walking with exemplary piety before the flock 
over which God shall make you overseer ? ^ 

* 2 Tim, i. 13. f See 2 Tim. i. 13. 

1 1 Pet. V. 5. J 1 Cor. ii. 2. 2 Cor. iv, B. 

|] Actsii. 11—31, 

If See the epistles to Timothy and Titus throughout. 
5» 



" 8. Are you now willing to take charge of this 
congregation, agreeably to your declaration at ac- 
cepting their call? And do you promise to dis- 
charge the duties of a pastor to them, as God shall 
give you strength ?* 

"The candidate having answered these questions 
in the affirmative, the presiding minister shall pro- 
- pose to the people the following questions : 

" !• Do you, the people of this congregation, con- 
tinue to profess your readiness to receive 

whom you have called to be your 
minister ? 

" 2. Do you promise to receive the word of truth 
from his mouth, with meekness and love ; and to 
submit to him in the duo exercise of discipline ?t 

" 3. Do you promise to encourage him in hia 
arduous labor, and to assist his endeavors for your 
instruction and spiritual edification ?t 

" 4. And do you engage to continue to him, while 
he is your pastor, that competent worldly mainte- 
nance which you have promised ; and whatever else 
you may see needful for the honor of religion, and 
his comfort among you ? § 



f James i. ! 
t 1 Thess. t 
■i Cor. ii. 1. 
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" The people having answered these questions in 
the affirmative, by holding np their right hands, the 
candidate shall kneel down m the most convenient 
part of the church. Then the presiding minister 
shall, by prayer,* and with the laying oa of the 
hands of the presbytery ,f according to the apostolic 
example, solemnly ordain him to the holy of&ce of 
the Gospel ministry Prayer being ended, he shall 
rise from hia knees ; and the minister who presides 
shall first, and afterward all the members of the 
presbytery in their order, take him by the right 
Iiand, sajmg, in words to this purpose, 'We give 
you the right hand of fellowship, to take part of 
this ministry with us.'J After which the minister, 
presiding, or some other appoint«d for the purpose, 
shall give a solemn charge in the name of God, to 
the newly ordained bishop,§ and to the people,]] to 
persevere in the discharge of their mutual duties; 
and shall then, by prayer, recommend them both to 
the grace of God, and his holy keeping, and finally, 
after singing a psalm, shall dismiss the congrega- 
tion with the usual blessing. And the presbytery 
shall duly record the transaction. 



* Acta jiii. 2, 3. 


f 1 Tim. iv. 14. 




t Gal. ii. 9. Acta i. 25. 


? 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 




]| Mark iv. 24. Heb. ii. 


1. See also James i. 21 


. Beb. 


liii, 17, 1 Thess. y. 12, 1 


3. 1 Cor- ii. J— 15, 





i,Goo<^ic 



66 

" As it is sometimes desirable and important that 
a candidate who has not received a call to be the 
pastor of a particular congregation, should, never- 
theless, be ordained to the work of the Gospel mi- 
nistry, as an evangelist to preaeh the Gospel, admi- 
nister sealing ordinances, and organize churches, in 
frontier or destitute settlements ; in this case, the 
last of the preceding questions shall be omitted, and 
the following used as a substitute, viz. : 

"Are you now willing to undertake the work of 
an evangelist; and do you promise to discharge the 
duties which may bo incumbent on you in this 
character, as God shall give you strength ?" 

TIIK CliUKCH SESSION. 

" The Church session consists of the pastor or 
pastors, and ruling elders, of a particular congre- 
gatioD.* 

" Of this judicatory, two elders, if there be as 
many in the congregation, with the pastor, shall he 
necessary to constitute a quorum. 

"The pastor of the congregation shall always be 
the moderator of the session ; except when, for pru- 
dential reasons, it may appear advisable that some 



* : Cor. T. 4. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
when je are Ei-thered together, and my spirit, with the 
power of oar Lord Jesus Christ. 
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other miniater should be invited to preside; id 
which case the pastor may, with the concurrence 
of the session, invite such other minister as they 
may see meet, belonging to the same presbytery, 
to preside in that case. The same expedient may 
be adopted in case of the sickness or absence of the 
pastor. 

" It ia expedient, at every meetJng of the session, 
more especially when eonstitutfld for judicial busi- 
ness, that (here be a presiding minist«r. When, 
therefore, a church is without a pastor, the modera- 
tor of the session shall be, either the minister ap- 
pointed for that purpose by the presbytery, or one 
invited by the session to preside on a particular 
occasion. Bat where it is impracticable, without 
great inconvenience, to procure the attendance of 
Buch a moderator, the session may proceed with- 

" In congregations wbere there are two or more 
pastors, they shall, when present, alternately pre- 
side in the session. 

" The Church session is charged with maintain- 
ing the spiritual government of the congregation ;* 

* Heb. £111. 11. Obey them that have the rule orer 
you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
Bouls, m they that must give account; that they may do 
it with joy, and not with grief. 1 Thess. y. 12, 13 ; and 1 
Tim. v. iJ. 
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for which purpose, they have power to inquire into 
the knowledge and Chrisldan conduct of the mein- 
hera of the church;* to call before tiem offenders 
and witnesses, being members of their own congre- 
gation, and tfl introduce other witnesses, where it 
may be nece^ary to bring the process to issue, and 
when they can be procured to attend j to receive 
members into the church ; to admonish, to rebuie, 
to suspend, or exclude from the sacraments, those 
who are found to deserve censure ;f to concert the 
best measures for promoting the spiritual interests 
of the congregation ; and to appoint delegates to 
the higher judicatories of Ite churcli.J 

" The pastor has power to convene the session 
when he may judge it rcquisite;§ and he shall 

* Ezek. •"T IT, i. 

t 1 TheS3. T, 12, 13. And we beseech you, brethren, to 
know them which lebor among you, and are offer you in 
the Lord, and admonish jou ; and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work's sake. And he at peace 
among yourselves. See also 2 Thes. iii. 6, 14, 15. 1 Cor. 

t Acts XV. 1, 6. When therefore Paul and Baniabiis 
had no small dissention and disputation with tiem, thej 
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of 
them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and 
, elders, about this question. — And the apostles and elders 
came together for to consider of this matter. 
\ Acts IS. IT. 
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always convene them when requested to do 60 by 
any two of the elders. The Bession shall also con- 
vene when directed so to do l"j the prchytery 

"E'lerv se«ion shall keep a fair record of its 
proceedings wh ch record shall be at least once 
in everj year lubniitte 1 to the inspection of the 
presbyt rj 

" It 1 important that eiery church lesaion keep 
a fair reg ster of mamages of haplnms with the 
times of the birth f the individuals baptized of 
persons admitted to the Lord s table, and of the 
deaths, and other removals of church members." 
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JelTlfjoi-glHIe^ of the 6l)t|l'ci). 



Extracts /mm ike Statute of Minnesota, concerning 
Religious Societies^ 

" It shall be lawful for all persons of full age, 
belonging to any church, congregation, or religious 
society not already incorporated, tfl assemble at the 
church or meeting-houae, or other place where they 
may statedly attend for diyine worship, and by a 
plurality of votes to elect any number of discreet 
persona of their church, congregatiouj or society, 
Dot less than three nor more than nine in number, 
as Truatees, to take charge of the property and estate 
belonging thereto, and to transact all affairs relative 
to the temporalities thereof." — Section 1st. 

"Notice of elections must bo given at least fifteen 
days before, and for two successive Sabbaths. — See 
Section 3d!. 

"Reading certificate of election. — The certificate 
of election of the Trustees must be acknowledged 
and recorded, in accordance with provisions of sta* 
tute, 

" Any two Trustees may call a meeting. 

" No person, after the first election, shall he enti-- 
tied to vote, until he shall have leen an attendant 
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on public ivorshipai least sismontlis before election, 
and akail have eontribuled to the support of the con- 
gregation accordiog to their usages. 

" The clerk of the Trustees shall keqi a register 
of all the stated hearers, and the time they became 
members of the congregation. 

" The salary or compensation of minister to be 
fixed, not by the Trustees, but by a majority of the 
society convened for the purpose," 
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%.l§i of Gl)i|rclfea 

Vnderthccarerif Prcsbi/teryof Mtmiesota, in 1855. 



First Presbyterian Cliureii, 


Saint Paul. 


Tlie House of 


Hope, - 




First Presbyte 


riau Church, 


Stillwater. 
Little Falls. 
Minneapolis. 
Oak Grove. 
Shakopce. 
Kaposia. 
Bed Wing. 
Hastings. 
Supcnor, (Wis.) 
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6o(tf£3?ioi) of T^li'i) m^ Gobei)!)i|t 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA. 



Beloved Pbiendb ; 

You have presented joursel b f C I aal 
his people, and the world, to mak 1 mn n 

fesaion of jour religious faith, n I tjk up a 
you everlasting obligations. W t u.t y h 
duly considered the nature of th p f n y u 
are about to mate, and of th nc^ m t nto 
which you are about to enter. 

They will be heard on high, and will be exhib- 
ited, on your trial, at the last day. Yet be not 
overwhelmed. 

If you are sincerely desirous to be the Lord's ; 
to believe all his declarations, and to obey all his 
commands, he will compassionate your weakness, 
will make you wise by his wisdom, and will conduct 
you safely to his heavenly kingdom. 

Attend, then, to the 



Hn=r.rlNG00<^lc 



Abstmct of the Con/cusion of Faith of ike Fres- 
iyferiaii ChurcJi. 

Article 1. 

You believe in the existence of one God in three 

persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

Article 2. 
You believe that God is a Spirit, self-existent, 
eternal, and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, 
power, and goodness; that he is tho Creator, and 
Preserver, and Governor of all things ; that his 
law is holy, just and good ; and that hia providence 
extends to all his creatures, and all their actions, 
yet not so as to make him the author of sin, nor to 
destroy the free-agency of man, nor to impair the 
force of moral obligation. 

AnTrcLE 3. 

You believe that the Scriptures of the Old and 

New Testaments are the word of God, and that they 

should be received by all men as the only perfect 

rule of faith and practice. 

Article 4. 

Y^ou believe that our first parents were created 
holy, and that in consequence of their apostasy, all 
men, unless renewed by the Holy Ghost, are ene- 
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luies of God, and under the curse of the Divine 

Article 5. 

You believe in the divinity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; that he assumed our nature; that he suf- 
fered and died in the place of sinners, and thereby 
made atonement for transgression; that it is only 
on account of his merits that men can be pronounced 
just before God ; that he rose from the dead, and 
ascended into heaven, where be ever livetb to make 
intercession ; and that God can now be just and yet 
the justifier of him that bclievoth in Jesus, 
Article fi. 

Tou believe in the personality and divinity of 
the Holy Ghost ; that be alone renews and saneti- 
fiea the heart ; that he is given to the people of 
God to enlighten their minds, to guide Ihem in the 
path of duty, to comfort them in affliction, and to 
sustain them in the hour of death. 

Article 7. 
You believe that the law of God is binding as a 
rule of life on all mankind; that a holy life is the 
only certain evidence of true religion, and is neces- 
sary to adorn the Christian profession, or to honor 
God; and that the habitual violators of that law 
will be excluded forever from the kingdom of God. 



Article 8. 
You believe that the aoul is immortal, and at the 
last day Christ will raise the dexd j,nd judge the 
world in righteeusnest ami that the righteous will 
bo received into eternil life j,nd that the wicked 
will go into everlasting punishmtnt 

\rtkle ^ 
You helieve that the icnment if the New Tes- 
tament are Baptism and the L rd s Supper; that 
only members of the visible church of Christ, in 
regular standing, can properly partake of the Lord's 
Supper, and that they and their children only arc 
the proper subjects of Baptism. 

With Grod and this Church you will now enter 
into covenant. 

And now, conscious of your sinfulness and desert 
of God's displeasure, and penitent, as you trust, for 
your sins ; and relying upon the merits and inter- 
cession of Christ, you do avouch the Lord Jehovah 
to be your God, the Lord Jesus Christ to he your 
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit to be your sanctifier 
and guide. 

And you do this day dedicate yourselves to the 
service of Jesus Christ, resolved by his grace to 
adorn his doctrine, and by your prayers and exer- 
tions to sustain his worship, and extend his cause. 
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You covenant, also, to walk with this Church in 
love and Christian fellowship, to submit to its dis- 
cipline, and in ail things to seek its peace and 
welfare, so long as jou shall remain connected 
wjtli it. 

The Clitirch, rmng from their seats, the Pastor, 
ia their belmJf. slifll rjii-" ihf./oUoin'tiff 



And now do I, in behalf of tte members of this 
church, receive you to our communion. You come 
to unite in our prayers and songs of praise, and to 
partake itith us of the emblems of the Saviour's 
body and blood. Let it be impressed upon your 
minds, that you have euiered into solemn engage- 
ments, which you can never renounce. 

"Wherever you may be, these vows will remain 
with you. Should you bo among friends or strang- 
ers, with the people of the world or the people of 
^hc living God, you are to remember that jou have 
solemnly given yourselves to the service of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Hereafter the eyes of the world will be upon you, 
and many there will be who will watch for your fall. 

The honor of the church is in some measure 
committed to you. You will now be known as one 
of us. Yonr inconsistent lives will pain and injure 
ns, as your holy walk will give us joy. Not one 
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